How to Ace Your Assessment Questions: "\

A Step-by-Step Guide to Showing What You Know ABMA
EDUCATI ON

Examiners want to see how your mind works, not just memorised facts. Relying on generic notes,

copied text, or Al wastes your valuable word count and fails to show true understanding. To achieve

the highest grades, use the "Building Blocks" approach: construct your answer step-by-step to remain

precise, logical, and structured.

The following steps can help you build a strong, original answer in any subject:
Block 1: The Foundation (The 'What')

The question has a word count limit. Do not write a long introduction but jump straight into defining
the core concepts mentioned in the question using your own words.
Tip: Imagine explaining it to a classmate. This proves you have processed the theory yourself rather

than just memorising a textbook definition.
Block 2: The Mechanics (The 'How')

This is where the real marks are earned. This is the core of your answer. Don't just state a final

outcome; you must trace the step-by-step journey of how a process works.

e Show your working: If an event causes a reaction, explain exactly how A leads to B, and how B
leads to C.

e Break it down: Detail the internal and external factors involved. By carefully explaining the stages
of a process, you prove that you understand the underlying mechanics.
Block 3: The Real World (The 'Where")

The ultimate proof that an answer is entirely your own is applying the theory to a specific context.

e Be specific: Avoid generic examples such as ‘a shop’. Choose a specific industry, a public sector
organisation, or a recent economic event.

e Connect the dots: Show exactly how the step-by-step mechanics you discussed in Block 2 play out

in this real-world scenario.
Block 4: The 'So What?' (The 'Why')

Finish with a sharp evaluation. Why does this matter? What are the risks, compromises, or long-term

consequences of the process you just described?

e Why this works: This final layer of critical thinking shows that you aren't just repeating
information, but actively judging it based on the evidence you've built up in the previous blocks.

Your Quick Checklist

Before you submit your work, ask yourself:

[0 Did | explain the why and how, rather than just listing the what?

Have | traced the step-by-step stages of the process?

Are my examples unique, specific, and applied directly to the theory?
Does this read like my own natural voice?

Am | within the word count limit?
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By building your answers logically, block by block, you naturally avoid plagiarism and create a rich,
detailed response that highlights your personal knowledge and understanding.



